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Legal Pluralism in Social Thought and Legal Reality
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Abstract:

This study focuses on tracing the idea of legal pluralism in legal and social thought, and
legal systems in ancient and modern times. In light of globalization, the importance of
studying legal pluralism emerged in the early seventies of the last century as a result of
research and studies conducted by anthropologists and legal sociologists. Political and
economic developments have led to a major change in the concept of legal pluralism as a
result of the increasing global interconnectedness. Although legal jurisprudence viewed
these studies from an opposing position, with the development of global society, legal
pluralism has become an actual reality in various legal systems. Legal pluralism as a social
reality has existed for a long time. Legal pluralism prevailed in Europe in the Middle Ages
with its complex legal landscape of imperial law, canon law, feudal law, baronial law, and
customary law, as well as beyond that geographically and temporally. On the other hand,

Egyptian law has known legal pluralism since ancient times until the modern era.
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Cambridge University Press, 2012, p.3.
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University Press 2021, p,1.
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