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Abstract:

The Syrian Arab writer Francis Fathallah Nasrallah Marash is considered one of the most
influential Arab enlighteners in the sixties of the nineteenth century. He devoted his efforts
and his life to spreading culture, attempting enlightenment, and calling for the application of
civilization in its form that achieves justice and equality and ensures good for all. Then he
formulated his dream towards civilization and progress in The image of a virtuous city was
formulated in his novel, The Forest of Truth, detailing virtuous morals, which was published
in 1865 and is classified by some as the first Arab novel in the modern era. In reality, it is
nothing but a detailed study of the foundations of the civil state as it should be in the Arab

reality, and not merely approving formal amendments to the Ottoman system.
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This is what prompts us to investigate Al-Marash’s philosophy of governance, and how he
formulated it in the form of a dream...a dream towards a state of urbanization, or as he
expressed it, the kingdom of urbanization or the kingdom of freedom. It also prompts us to
discuss the philosophy of governance according to Francis Al-Marrash, the philosophical
and literary style in which he formulated his political ideas until he made them, out of their
extreme idealism, similar to the systems of virtuous cities, in addition to the pure Arab dress
that Al-Marrash added to the style of this city, in addition to the philosophical character of
the novel, and its use. Style, equivocation and symbolism, as well as philosophical analysis
and monitoring of the reality of life in the Arab world at that time. It was distinguished by its
provision of practical solutions to the problems of governance in the Ottoman Empire and

the reality of the Arab countries.
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